THE 


CHVRCHES 
PVRITY: 


OR, 
THE DIFFERENCE 
BETVVEENE THE 


CHVRCHES FRAME IN 


DARKE TIMES; AND 
her ſettlement in the 
pureſt rimes, 


Printed 'e Ammo Dom, 
1641. 


THE HIGH, AND MIGHTY. 
AND OVR ROYALL KING: 


—CHARLES:;. 


By the Grace of God Kin 


England, Scotland, France, and Ireland, 
* The Lord to his Honouts Fe o 


ter fag ; and <o.fis (Pn 
__ retry (hora | 2 


HMoſt Royall Soveraigne, 
Doe not preſume to ſore ſo bigh , 
in Reſpett of the worth of my le. 
bours above others , for bad they 
beene penned by a fare more ex- 
quifite Author, yet might a much 
Ffrio onage ( notwithſtan- 
| ding) have beene a worthy fa- 
Your's J am Tdoe cf altogether unworthy 
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under ſuch a patronage to- purchaſe favour to a 
popular eye : bow then ſhall 7 crave favour of 
| your Sacred Majeſtie to deeme a gracious eye up- 
en me. To proſtrate theſe before your Highneſſe, 
6s 4 preſent, they proceede from to0 inferior an 
Author ; Or as counſells, it were tao-great pre- 
Jumption. Vet your gratious, meeke, and pious 
Soveraignty emboldeneth me to devote the fruit 
of my mpane labogys te your Frivicely. es becauſe 
(th akey. ut )/faithfull, ih it 
cannot. ber good enough to deſerve that gratious 
counttnance of my Royall Soveraigne, yet this F 
can pruteſt, that my beart, my tongue, my hand 
and penne, ſhall be al%2.as+s, pou all opportunities 
fnext under God) devoted tomy Royalt King, 


and Gracious Soveraigne. A 

| . And be glad as Inmthle- 4 
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THE 


CHVRCHES PVRITY: 
Or, .the difference. betweene the 


Chutches franie in darke times, and 
her ſettlement in the pureſt , 


— 


It is 4 falſe ſaying to conclude, that a thing which 
was.once well done, muſt innomiſe bee altered, . for 
when the cauſe of the time is changed, good reaſon 
doth require' the well done thing tobe reformed alſo, 
ſaith Saint Auguſtine in his 5. Epiſtle ro Marcel- 
linus. 


Though the frame of the Church of England, as it 
was ſetled at the reformation of Popery, was approved 
by good men ; yet (nevertheleſſe) in theſe more pure 


timers, it may and ought to bee reformed in many par- 
ticulars. 


I. Argument. 


Hat Church, whoſe frame doth differ, , 
from the DoQtine of the Goſpel of Jeſus wn” 
Chriſt in any particular , may and ought 

in ſuch particulars, to be reformed. But 

the frame of the Church of England, as it 

now ſtands, doth difler from the Do&rine of the Goſpel 


of 


Hough a Church be Reformed from Idglatry,and 
] & in the pureſt forme, which then ean bee as- 
+ tained unto, yet; neverthelefſe; time produci 


by better experience, many inconveniences ,” wherein it 


may be a reformed; and that upon 
ſuc _ may, and © En 
Burt the Church of England, it be reformed from 
Popery and Idolatry ; and ſetled according to the pareft 
forme; which at her reformation it couldataine unto ; 
yet ( nevertheleſſe ) fince ſach her ſettlement, time hath 
produced by experience, many. inconveniences wherelty 
may and oughtto be againe Reformed; and that wpon 
concluſion 8999 grounds ; Therfore the Church of England:may, 

and ought to be Reformed in all fuch things. 


2. Argue 
Went, 


Concerning the 1. Argument. 


I. Toproove that that Church whoſeframedoth dif- 
fer from the do&rine of the Goſpel of JefusChriſtin any 
particular, may and ought in ſuch particulars to ber.re- 

tn bis Ep. formed. Therefore ſaxh Saint Cyprian, wee ought not 
wnto Ceci tO take heede(ſaith he ) what any man hath thought good 
lizs4,2, to bedone before us , but what Chriſt which was before 
Epif-3. all menybath done before thatzfor we mult nor follow the 

-  cuſltqmecf men, but the truth of God, And Pasl 
[ls us, that thoſe things (ſaith be to theChurchat Phi- 
kipps ). which yee have both learnce and received, and 
heard, and frene in me; thoſe things doe, and the God 
ef peace hall be with you, Phil. 4. 8, g, Whereby we: 
may plainely ſee, that if any Church ſhall entertaine wi. 
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reſis of of the Church. of 
5 WOW from the Gofpel of. 
Chriſt in many particulars, nag to reckon up in this 
place I am not reſolved, I will onely propound five Que- 
ries and referrtvtheny td the: of thoſe who 
oy! to a the 57 ee there Is 


7315 ; a 
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4: TEN Is \gonrnmens che- Biſhops ine 


becing, as they now. 
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by v,Corg rb, v3, 1. ; 2.44 
Whale rho intce tothe Obar-hof Englentbes 
derty 261308 Of e062. Cor, 14. 6s 
Mets 5 j 16) a6. uf: x, 14, Dat, 5, 

I W agent iMiving Mini- 
hen whichareplicedes Churchticibe accor- 
ding to the :Qoſpelb of Tefos) »AMat:' 5,15; Luko 
10. 2, Mat: 10. 27, Lok#73..42. Ar, 28.9. Attr 10. 
28, john 195 '©3- Romgro, 1421, Cor, 9. 14. Phil, 2,21. 


x Per. 5.2 
V. Whether thoſe ſaperiticions Ceremonies of Crofs 


in Baptifme, bowings, and cringings inthe Chur. 
of Erhtan, -and'other ſuch like Ceremonies, be ac+ 
cordingto the DoArine of the, (Goſpel of —_ 
| | = 


(6); \ 
24at; 15,3. Marks gr8; Afts 15, 10..Coloſ], 2. $,Tit. 
1.1354. 4 Pet,4.1,'Butbecauſe T amryerily periwided 
that there is no man of any diſcretic .or judgement; 
but will .confefſe each particular ;3n hp fcit acginnentto 
be truc; I amihicrefore bricte in-jt,ang, palle tg proyeithe 
ſ&cond. .. ul Inyirieg vi ant: 
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Concerning the 2. Argument; ». 1) 
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ger experienced many. L | 
againe reformed zand thatupon good grounds; duh int: 
cohvehiicnces 'may: and;ought: to. beg reformed..;\ What 
our fathers, and our ] 45 ra my &cs lived well 
under ſuch a formye.of, Chucch :Yſciplive, as wee now en- 
joy ; and blefſed bethe Lord that wee docKiÞ enjoy.it > 
andrate kepr/from: the: Idolatry-under. which not/many 
rs beforcus wereatflifted, yet I ſay notwith- 
ng, blamenorithem whocry for the reformation of 
the Church of £ng/and.. They: thought themſelves happy 
wader this forme; --fo@ogwat 3 Bub whatif they Gaui bbt 
thoſe things which wtnawfe; if the Lord reveated 
not ſa much light to them,ashe is pleaſed(in theſe thyes) 
to reveale to us,' or what 'it. they; did abowras much as 
they could for reformation of ſuck thipgs:as. wee now 
doe;and conld nit effeftit)orwharſdever the cauſe was, 

Tiptend not at this time ta.diſpute,”. -- 21 4 6 

1! They are gone., yet chanee; not all; Bay; dot nor 
ſome- abide with us yl which can witneſſe both how 
much and how often this reformation of the Chautch 
hath beene laboured for, from time to time * Let.no man 
then accuſe thoſe who.in theſe dayes feeke the rcformati» 
on of the Church, | 


In 
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'  Indeede ſome arr ready toaccuſe us as fadtious ,” and Object. 


Joyers of novel ty, becauſe we delire the Churchesconfor» 
mitie to hex head Chriſt ::To whom I ſay as Saint Ber- 
vardonce. ſaid; It is nat new, it is the corruption of re 


ſuch tongues, to call it new ( faith hee ) the truth is ſo booke of « 
manifeſtly light, that ſuch are not able toſhadow it; and /o/itay 


therfore they do but cavill with ic by he nameof novelty, fe. 
But how darethey call it novelcie ( faith he) itisnonew 
yanity ; no it is a matter of old religion, and of perfe& 
godlinefſe founded in Chriit, | 

And leſt any man ſhould depend on the diſcipline of 
former ages too confidently.not regarding whether icbe 
according to the Goſpel of Chriſt,yea or no,let them con- 
- fider what S. Pax! writes to the Galathians, If we ( faith 
he ) nay S. Pax! goes further ; If an Angell from Heaven 
(faith hee ) preach unto you otherwile then that ye have 
received, let him be accurledy Gal. x, 8. For doel preach 
mans do&rine or Gods, faith he : nay he told themmore- 
over, that if he ſhould teach them the do&rine of men ; 
that he was not the ſervant of Chriſt, verſe 10, 

Objef. Jt may be ſome will ſay,why do youtrouble us 
now with ſuch things, ſeeing the Church hath continued 
peaceably ſo many yeares under this happie forme , 
where hath this age ſo much wiſedome above former 
ages? 
eAvſ. 1 might here anſwer, cither by reaſon ofthat 
experience which we have had abave former ages: who 
were then newly reduced out of Popery ; or by reaſon of 
thoſe weedes which we ſce fince ſprung up amongſt Gods 
corne in theſe Churches as well as others; or many other 
reaſons which I might alleadge , bur rather chule at this 


time to anſwer this objeRion in a word with Saint Amr- In bis 10. 


ftin, that the counſel! of God that ſent it is unſearchable 
to thewiſedome of man, 
II. Toprovethatthe Church of Z»g/axd, thought it © 
be reformed from Popery and Idolatry , and fetled ac- 
B3 cording 


coding 16 the piece? forme ; whichat her reformation 
—_ toz 'yerneyerthelcfle figce ſach her 
ſettlement, timbhath produced by experience” many In- 


Y | comeniences upon good grovnd ; whercin fr may, and 


t xo beeagaine reformed: which I will prove in 
_thoee ſeverall circurnſtances. MO 

-+jE Becanſe the Church -of Fagland, faw not many 
inconveniences in her firſt reformation from Popery, 
which we now findein theſe after times. © 

II. Becauſe there are many things in that forme,which 
was then eſtabliſhed; which can now bee proved upon 
good grounds whandin neede of reformation, - 

HI;: Becauſe ſuch inconveniences as are found to bee 
inaheChurch, are of greateſt conſequence to bee looked 
after; and ought chiefely to be reformed, | 

Firit, 20 prove that the Church of England did not 
ſs.many inconveniences in her firft reformation from 
Popery', which we now finde in theſe after times ; elſe 
how comes:that governementthen ſetted, to bee ſo much 
excepted againſt; how come mens conſciencies now to 
bebound to of nce of fich Ceremanies which they 
never intended : though as a thing indifferent they per- 
mitted ſuch things, as thoſe ſeverall geſtures of. the body, 
asthe receiving of the Sacrament, at the reading of the 
Goſpel before theAltar,at the name jeſus, &c. the Crofle 
in Baptiſme,& in the hornebook.the Prieſts garments,&c,. 
thoſe holy: men ſaw notthe inconveniences of permit- 
ting-them ; but now the Church cryes out under ſich 
ſuperſtition : they ſawnot theſe inconveniences of Lord- 
I; Paſtors, which wee now finde: they ſaw.not thoſe 
reliques of the Popiſh- Maſſe which is in. theſe times dif- 
covered 3 they paſſe over theſe and many things more in 
the Church, which we now ſee the ſuperitition.and incon- 
venience of, and therefore defire reformation. 

Let us but conſider how full of drofie andtraſh __ 
ry.isz th-ough Popery bea profeſtion of Chriſt, yon - 

I» 


(9) 


Religions full of :Jroffe, fullof weedes, it is like 

den over-mrmnewith weedes ; fuller &p coremenies. then: 

on ceiog in 'ſhadowes , and ſuperſtition, and 
ere, | 

Is it poſſible that pare gold ſhould bee refined cleare 
frym the drofſe at one. heate ; Is it poſſible that all the 
ED 
that no O Id reviveagai the | 
——_ co th fir ine, and aging ſence be- 

ore regold; t _ bee often weeded, 
= ww unrk. a7 rn y rooted out, 

The forme of the Church being newly refined from 
Popery, in thoſe dayes, it is wy a thas there will 
be much droffe of Popery lett behind ;. all the weedes 
of Popery cannot beutterly rooted our at ane bout; no 
no zin thename of God bring it to the purifying fire; I 
meane the Goſpel of | Chriſt, and paw it a» 
gaineand againe,and leave no drofſe at all behind; roote 
out the finking weedes of Popery againe, and againe , 
weede them out upon your knees, weede them out with 

hands , with —I—_—_ &c, neuer leavetill they 
aut of cur Churches, that ſo the Engii/b 
Proteſtane Church: may become a glorious Church of 


In thoſe dayes holy men were rejoyced to ſee the 
unds of Popery caſt out of our Churches; and the 
Froteſtant diſcipline eſtabliſhed, repugnant to the Church 
of Rome which was then cſtabliſhed, as time-and oppor- 
tunitie would icthem : bur we in theſe times, upon _ 
more-mature deliberation and longer time of experience; . 
may reforme what their ſo ſodaine changs could nor 
' foreſee, or accompliſh, 
Let us receivethe diſcipline of thoſe times as praile- 


worthy, but withall ; letus conſider that ſaying of Saing I" bis 198 


Auſtin, we receive not (ſaith hee)the diſputation of any £*'® 


men, bee they never ſo catholicke, or praiſeworthy, as y,ru;. © 
we 


(16) 
we receive the Canonical! Scriptures, though they be ho-. 
ly men, yet (ith he )we may well reproovetuch things 
in their writings,wherein wee finde that they bave-other- 
wite thought then the truth may beare them.: ſuch 'am I 
(faith hee ) in the wricings of others : and ſuch would [ 

| Wiſh-others to bee in the writings of mine. And Saine 
Paxl faith to the Chu: ch at (orinth, Thave planted ({airth 
he} Apsllos watereth , bur God giveth the increaſe; ſo 
then neither is hee that planteth any thing , nor hee that 
watereth, but God that gives the increaſe, z Cor, 3. 6,7. 

\ T here are two. great reaſons , why at the firit retor- 

3 Rea/05 mation they could not fee ; noreſtabliſh the forme of the 

Church diſcipline, in that puritic, which weby the grace 

of God may in theſe times. Firlt in reſpeR& of thoſe times 

of darkenefle. ' Secondly, in —_ of thoſe times of 
trouble and feare.: And firit in reſpe& of thoſe times of 
darkeneſſd. 

* Should Rome, or any Popiſh Nation or Church when 

Popery is {etled, be reformed , and become a Proteſtant 

Church, conld it bee expefted that ſuch puredilcipline 

ſhould bee there eſtabliſhed in cach. particular forme in 

fuch a Charch at the firſt, as inafter times upon more ex- 

p_ , being better praftiſed ; and receiving more 
ight from other retornied Churches alſo ? canall incon- 

veniencics bee reformed before a long time; yea, and 

often reformation too ; have net the Apoſtles, hath 
not Chriſt ; - yea hath not God-himſelfe, beene often 
troubled in the converſion of a people in this kinde? And 
what are we > Wee by the grace of God have ſolong en- 
Joyed the peace of the Goſpel, and have beene ſo mary 
yeares reformed from Popery , and ſo abide ſtill under 
our gracious King, whom God grant long to raigne a» - 
moneglt us; and wee have a forme of Church diſcipline 
eſtabliſht fince the reformation from Popery ; bur is this 
all? oh, there is (by the grace of God)a greater meaſure 
of light and kriowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, wee are a more 


growne 


| (11,) 
growne Church: to whom the Lord hath revealed a 
greater meaſure of underſtanding by reaſon of our lon- 
ger tinie of experience in the Dofrine of theGolpel,then 
was at the firſt reformation; So that we mayilay as; 474/+ 0n Meth» 
1»xs (aid upon another occafion;: that whatwavance igy 1 1. Chep* 
ceived in part, may, now be growne and encreaſed, the 
"uritice of Religion is like truit, it groweth to eternall 
ito; Row. 6.23, rg! c) 
Secondly,In reſpe& of thoſe times of troubleand feare: 
Let us Þuta little lpoke upon ourſelves, in.our owne'pre- . 
ſent ſtate; ob; how many, and how great are thaſe:trou- 
bles, and feares; which our; age hath ſcene 0 'bring to 
| tp yp m—— of reformation, we Prote- 
ander . government of \our Church: :and-owc 
King, whoſe Rvyall will itishatall abuſes and inconve+ 
niences fhoyld bexreformed, and che Chnreh fetled accor- 
ding to the diſtipline of former ages, in the pureſt times.:: 
yet what by the tyranny of the Prelates, and thecloſe 
clouded wakes of other favorites of ſupecttition; bis Ma- 
iefties Royal] wilh hath 'nos hicherto' beerie fnlfilled': In 
theſe troubles of ſeeking reformation, many have (uffe- 
red, and beene impriſoned; where ſome have Jaid downe 
their lives , and there ended their dayes, Ingdeede thele 
things ſhould net be:fo 3. 0h- that there were every: where 
in our Churches, and Kingdomey 6ne-heatt truely 204-1 
lous towards God, and faithfull towards'6ur Royall 
Tingand Kingdome, | 
then it, be ſo tronbleſome in theſe dayes,wherein wee 
live,to bring to paſſe the reformation of thoſe evills.and 
| inconveniences in the 'Church-, which our age findes. 
out ;z' and that it is notwithſtanding his Majeſties 
Royall will, that ſuch reformation fhould bee, accor- 
ding to the diſcipline of the Goſpel of ' Jeſus Chriſt 
Bow -could it chuſe then but that greater troubles, and 
feares, were a hindrance to that reformation which was: 


immediate from popery. It is no wonder though wee A 
: | now 


UMI 


| (ta) 
now diſcover many uiconveniences andevills which they 


En. 
pon what ground therefore is Ear hed br —_ 
2454.23 I endo font ofeim 'T © 
+47 of marr repute or and 
—_ men; andtherefore it oughtnot to beealtered 
ou ſees that for many cauſts they-were forced 
tolet wines e many evills and ny TUPy 
could nottlien reforme- 
1» bis jro= © Therefore Lay of them, as -Saine Auſbin ſaid of him- 
beme of ſelfe,be-not bound unto my writings(ſaith he )as utite the 
bis 2 booke Canonicall Scriprures, but-when'thou' ſhalt finde any 
of Trinity. thingin the Scriptures,” whichithou diddeſt nor beleeve, 
belecve it without donbtingioridelay:; bur when thou 
findeſt-chatin - my writingizeblch thou diddcſt not know: 
certaindy before,. except that thou ſhale certainely-urr; 
waar wy be according to che Scripturys, doenor ftiffely- 
affirmeir. 173 wr wed ard x Y 


W t not to-bee Tarot Rc Plea 
men , thenthey agree with erty ore ent 
Goſpel of Jefas Chri(Þ; therfore ſaith! Sairic Pu! 


Ghurch at {orinth; ter no-man (ith he ) rejoyee immer; 
A tata chings fo kad forrin 
0 | averinany: Ags 
which was then'cftablifhed, which cas riow bee proved 
(upon good grounds ) to ſtand in neede of teformation, | 
Johor here not great want of reformation in the Cluvch:; 
as'it now ſtands in that forme; 'wherein 'our*Loxd- 
ly Biſhops who are: fikeFapola Daoes abovethelr 
brethten cry out, away with all Puritan Preachers, let 
them befilenced, ape Ar at ſuſpended if they willanor 
bow, &c. And in the meane while thoſe faichfull Preach- 
ers , and Miniſters of Gods word, avouch ſuch Lordly 
Prelacie tobe unlawfull,and fuch x (uperſlition'as they aps 
point to be Jdolatry. 
The Prelates cry for more ſperfitious Geremonie 


ro 
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(13) 
to-be brought into the Church, and labour by their pows- 
er to force them in, and to binde mens conſciences to the 
obſervance of them : and in the meane whilethe faithfull, 
painefull Miniſters of God, both pray and labour for the 
ſuppreſſing of thoſe ſuperſtitions which are already 
crept in, ThePrelates will have the Church to bee ruled 
by them 3 The faithfull in the Church, will bee culed by 
the Scriptures ; and under God by our Royaſl King : 
and not by the Prelates wherein they abuſl both the 
Dodtrine of Chriſt, and the honour of the King. 
The Prelates ſay they are the true Vickersof Chriſt in 
the Church of God ; But the Chwch faith with Saint 
Chryſoſtom:, we belecve them not: Their difiplineis no ,,, 
worthey, or ſufficient knowledge of the Godhead. And perfect 
afterwards expreſſcth, that out of the ww true Churches worke, 
come forth (oft.timts )diſceiversTheretore wee may not Hom. 49. 
beleeve them, unlefle they ſpeake, & doe ſuch things,as are 
agreeable to the Scriptures, 
The. Prelates can plcade their Prelafie from our fore- 
fathers, whom we reſpeR as ſuch men as were holy ; and 
did many things well, which we now finde the comfort 
of; yet let us not eſteeme their doings above the ho] 
Scriptures; for the Seriptures are given by the infpirad. 
onof God, and is profitableo teach, to reprove, to cor- 
reR, and to inſtru in righteouſneſſe, 2 Tim, 2, 16. 
Let us take a little view upon the forme of our Church 
diſcjpline as it ſtands ; how it agrees with our peace; and 
we ſhal finde,that it ſtands in,great neede of reformation. 
F In reſpeft of private miſcries. 2, Inreſpet of piiblique 
ngers, 
Fit in reſpe&t of private miſeries. How have the 
faithfull Miniſters of God beene ſtraitned, and have had 
their mouthes, as it were locktyp ; who have had ſo ma- 
ny private ſnares laide forthem , that ſome have beene 
faine toflic into other lands , others have ſuffered in this 
land, impriſoned, AA Oe and many: have beene 
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conſrained ts be ſilent in the congregation, in what they 
have earneſtly prayed in their owne cloſets 3 and for feare 


' of ſuch as waighted purpoſely to enſnare them, 


Ugil m 
bis 6 book 
and 12. 

(hap. of 
Tnvyention - 
of things. 


Might not they cemplaine ( with Polidorss ) that the 
world is. come to {ſuch outrage. and meere madneſſc here. 
in, that this part of holineffe differeth (in ſome men ) 
very liil: from open wickedrcfſe.for many good men have 
ſuffered, and the whole Church hath beenc oppreffed be-, 
cauſe they would not heare the words of them that 
taught lies, Ter. 23. 16. 

Secondly, In reſpe& of publique miſeries. Is not the 
whole kingdome- ſenſible of thole-publique calamities, 
proceeding from the fame ; And thole eminent dangers 
which the ſame hath brought upon us,by reaſon of thoſe 
inconveniences which have riſen from the forme therof, 

how many are there amongſt us very ſenfible hereof; And 
that not onely by the Prelates Courts, which have beene 
ſuch an univerſall-purgatory'to the Church: but thoſe 
warres, and frights, which have beene by thetr meanes 
raiſed to thediſturbance of the whole land , and the im- 
 poveriſhing not onely of the North, but generally of all 
trading through the whole kingdome. 

© Nay havethey not beene ſo politique herein, that the 
hearts of all people have beene ſo diſcomfited, that be- 
twixt hope and feare, they have beene ready to prophe- 
fie, the returne of Popery : But blefſed bethe Lord, who 
hath hitherto preſerved our gratious King, and King- 
dome. And how doth the Church now rejoyte, fince it 
hath pleaſed our Royall King to prevent their defignes, 
in calling and confirming of the High, and Honorable, 
Wiſe, and Godly Aﬀembly in the high court of Parlia- 
ment, 

Thirdly , to prove that ſuch inconveniences, as are 
found to be in the Church, are of greateſt conſequence, 
to be looked after, and ought chiefely to bee looked to. 
A godly kingdomeis an happie kingdome, but nothing 

what 


(15) 
whatſoever more ruinates a Church, State, or Ki 

then ſinne. And the reformation of the evills and incon- 
veniences in Church diſcipline , is a great fence againſt 
ſinne z but the permiſſion ot errour is a dangerous down+ 
fall, and a great dungeon ; and as Saint (ri/oſtome ſaith, Is 
brings the lofſe of falvation,it brings in hereſies, and vici- 
ous lite, and turnes all things up fide downe ; And this is 
condenmnation ( faith Chriſt) that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkenefle more then light, Zohn 


3-19. 

Obie. If any one ſhall yet obje& and ſay, where ſhall 
we looke for a forme of Church diſcipline, fince even at 
this time Chriſt is taught to us now as clearely, and true» 
ly, asever in former ages. 

Anſw, I lay with the judgement of Saint eA»ſtin, that 
wee ought rather to ſeeke the Church in the words of 


Chriſt, then in the words of men, for that. Chriſt is the the wniry 
truth, and better knoweth his owne body, And Chriſt > Mir 


himſelfe gives us the ſame rule alſo. Search the Scri 
tures (faith he) for in them ye thinke to have eternall lit, 
and they arethey which teſtifie of me, John 5. 34. 

Thus have I beene briefe in the generall expreſſion of 
the Churches purity, concluding this part with prayer 
to Almighty God; that ſuch things as ſtand not with 
his glory, the Kings honour, the building up of the 
Church, and the peace and the tranquillity of the King- 
dome may beReformed, 


